TRAVEL

SpOtS. CASINO DU LAC-LEAMY

Casino u La-Leam, marking its th yar, ish

|8

3

ome o Iiveshow, a nightclu an one of Quebec’s top dining

GATINEAU'S BIG HILTON
SPARKLES AFTER UPDATE

ROCHELLE LASH
Checking In

The five-star Hilton Lac-Leamy
is a Big Hotel.

Among the tallest buildings in
Gatineau, the flashy 21-storey
glass tower and its casino struc-
ture are home to eight restau-
rants and bars, as well as a terrific
indoor-outdoor saltwater pool
system, an Amerispa, a confer-
ence centre and party venues for
bachelors and bachelorettes.

The Hilton’s biggest draw is
the Casino du Lac-Leamy, which
attracts about 50 per cent of the
Hilton’s clientele for gambling,
live entertainment or both.
More than 2.7 million people
pass through the casino each
year, for the tables and slots,
and also because it presents free
entertainment with parking for
the price of a cocktail or a buffet
dinner.

Akin to glitzy hotels in Las
Vegas and Atlantic City, the

The Hilton Lac-Leamy in Gatineau is a convention hotel and urban resort.
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Hilton has extravagant décor,
with marble floors, brass fittings
and a grand lobby that pops with
colourful glass sculptures by art-
ist Dale Chihuly. It’s also home to
part of Loto-Québec’s important
art collection, including pieces by
Tom Hopkins.

Any special requests? One of
two five-star establishments
in the National Capital Region
(along with the Fairmont Cha-
teau Laurier), the Hilton has an

attentive staff, 24-hour room
service, a bath butler service, a
gift boutique and a conference

centre.

Renovations: The hotel recently
wrapped up a one-year, top-to-

bottom update that includes

renovations to the indoor and
outdoor pools and steam rooms.

The Hilton has 349 guest

rooms and suites, with classic,
ornate European-style décor

— elaborate headboards and
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reproductions of fancy antique
furniture. There are blackout
drapes if you have been on a late-
night roll and in-room coffee if
you need a boost. The carpets,
bedcovers and curtains have all
been changed and the bathrooms
redone with new baths, showers
and vanities.

High rollers opt for the extra-
large executive rooms on Floors
18 through 20, which are newly
equipped with smart-touch
controls for temperature, light-
ing and TV. These rooms access
the Conrad Lounge, a privileged
space with deluxe continental
breakfast, afternoon canapés and
soft beverages on the house.

The presidential suite — ideal if
you win big at the casino — sports
a grand piano, a gas fireplace, a
dining room and a balcony.

Urban resort: The Hilton has an

exceptional setting — surrounded
by waterways, groves of trees and
recreation paths — and overlooks
Lac Leamy and Lac de la Carriere.

Itis anideal urban resort, with
heated indoor and outdoor swim-
ming pools, whirlpools, a sauna
and steam, two outdoor tennis
courts, a fitness centre and an
Amerispa for apres-sports.

Spa fans can head for Amerispa
or craft an in-room experience
— great for a special occasion
or a gift — with specialty baths
that include bubbly, chocolate
treats and the bath butler’s tip.
Cleopatra’s Bath is enriched with
goat’s milk to hydrate the skin,
and children love the Tutti-Frutti
Bath, which comes with candy
and milk.

You can walk or cycle along the
lakeshore and through gardens,
abeach and picnic areas. (The
Hilton’s bikes are free.) The
Canadian Museum of History
(formerly the Museum of Civili-
sation) is four kilometres away
and Parliament Hill is a little
farther, just across the Victoria
Bridge bikeway.

Food and drink: At the top of the
upscale is Le Baccara, the chi-chi
dining room in the casino, which
boasts a five-diamond rating
from CAA/AAA. The Champagne
flows, the sommelier pours grand
cru and the chefs dish up delica-
cies like foie gras, lobster, bison
tartare, Quebec lamb, roast bison
and braised veal cheek.

Arome Seafood and Grill has
gorgeous lake views, summer-
time patio dining and a menu of
Angus beef aged for 70 days, plus
seafood platters and appetizers
such as sweet potato poutine and
spicy squid. Watch for Brazil-
ian barbecues during July and
August.

The handsome Bacchus bar is
a clubby hideaway with leather
seating, a cigar lounge and a con-
noisseur’s selection of port.

The Hilton has lots of casual
options: the TGV operates
poolside; Banco serves informal

IF YOU GO

The Hilton Lac-Leamy is five
kilometres from Ottawa’s
Parliament Hill, 4.5 kilome-
tres from the Lac des fées
entrance of Gatineau Park
and about 200 kilometres
from Montreal.

Hilton Lac-Leamy and
Casino du Lac-Leamy:
800-665-2274, 819-772-2100,
casinolacleamy.ca; 1 Blvd. du
Casino, Gatineau. Honours
members get 25 per cent off
when booking in advance.
Price: Prices are approximate
and fluctuate. Rates include
outdoor parking, Wi-Fi,
indoor-outdoor pools, fitness
centre, newspapers, two car
charging stations, tennis,
bicycles and gardens.

For children: cribs, video-
gaming with Xbox, toddlers’
pool. Rooms start at $219,
but promotions pop up on
Facebook; executive rooms
start at $309, including
Conrad Lounge; suites start
at $299 (Presidential Suite
costs more). Packages avail-
able with meals, casino and
Amerispa.

Extra: 24-hour room service;
pay TV; business centre; valet
parking, $20; specialty baths,
$39.95- $54.95; pets, $50
per visit; babysitting.
Dining: Le Baccara: Wed.-
Sun. from 5:30 p.m.; Ar6me:
daily breakfast, lunch, dinner
and Sunday brunch.
Gatineau tourism:
800-265-7822,
tourismeoutaouais.com.

fare and Sunday brunch; and Le
Café at the casino does break-
fast, sandwiches and salads, plus
popular new caramel doughnuts.
Casino du Lac-Leamy: The casino
is marking its 20th anniversary
in 2016 and has several happen-
ings at the 1,000-seat Théatre du
Casino, including the musicals
Elvis Experience (June 16-18, 24-
25) and La Revue American Story
Show (July 8-9,15-16, 22-23).

There is a charge for theatre
shows, but most of the casino’s
entertainment is free with a
drink and/or food.

The nightclub ALEA has VIP
tables, bottle service, and DJs
and high-tech sound systems
pumping out the latest house
music. Bar 7 presents DJs on
Wednesdays and Thursdays
and live bands on Fridays and
Saturdays.
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514-987-2279

NE'R BEACH
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395 Post Road, Wells, ME 04090

www.nerbeach.com

1-877-646-2636 vacations@nerbeach.com

........................................................................ .

Kick off Maine's 2016 season with a free night! Relaxing motel property conveniently
located between picturesque villages of Ogunquit and Kennebunkport. Clean, comfortable
rooms and efficiencies. Beautiful gardens, outdoor pool, BBQ and picnic area. Scenic
1/2 mile walk to beautiful Moody Beach. Mention this ad, or use online code ‘Gazette’
and when you book 2 nights, stay the 3rd free! Offer valid for reservations between
May 1- June 16, 2016. Offer excludes Victoria Day and Memorial Day weekends.

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN

......................................... .

www.plattshurghbestvalueinn.com
19 Booth Drive, Plattshurgh, New York
518-563-0222 Toll free 1-800-358-2137

In wonderful Plattsburgh. Only $70 CDN (tax incl.) per room per night.
Canadian cash. Up to 2 people, additional pers. add $10 more per night.
Free continental breakfast. Located conveniently off exit 37 on I-87. Some
holidays, wknds & spec. events do not apply. Up to 70% occ. daily.
Based on availability.

......................................... .

SMART SUITES

www.smartsuiteshurlington.com
1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.

Toll free 877-862-6800

........................................................................ .

Come and enjoy our hospitality in either a studio efficiency at US $92.00 or
a more spacious one bedroom suite at US $112.00/night including a deluxe
continental breakfast and free WIFI. Mention the Gazette special. Not valid with
other discounts and always subject to availability. Rates in effect
May 1 - October 31, 2016. Take Exit 13 off -89, left on Rt 7 (Shelburne Rd) for
1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

www.greenmountainsuites.com
401 Dorset Street, South Burlington, Vermont
Toll-free reservations 866-337-1616

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn. Escape to beautiful Burlington,
Vermont starting at $149/night weekdays and $139 Sundays in June. Luxurious One-Bedroom
Suite includes Fireside Breakfast served each morning. Includes Fireside Reception with Beer,

Wine and Dinner weekdays. Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility. Walking distance to

University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace. Promotional

...........................................

rate may not be available during select periods. Contact hotel for more information.
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